
 

 

Honourable George Heyman 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 

July 7th, 2022  

 

 

Dear Minister Heyman,  

 

It has been one year since the start of an unprecedented "heat dome" that created 

temperatures above 40 Celsius and killed 619 people from heat stress in many parts of British 

Columbia. It is clear from this event that climate change is not only affecting our natural and 

built environment, but also our health.  

 

Buildings are playing a major role in climate change. They contribute 18% of Canada’s total 

carbon pollution and over 50% in large cities, and they are the primary place residents turn to 

stay safe during extreme weather events. The Report to the Chief Coroner of British Columbia 

on Extreme Heat and Human Mortality found that “98% of deaths occurred indoors” and “39% 

in multi-unit buildings.”   

 

Improving building envelopes, replacing polluting heating and cooling systems and building 

materials will help cut our carbon pollution, spur jobs and innovation, and if built or retrofitted 

properly, buildings have the potential to shelter those who live in British Columbia from some of 

the worst climate-related impacts.  

 

The report to the Chief Coroner recommends:  

 

(B) By summer 2023, the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy will 

ensure the CleanBC Better Homes and Home Renovation Rebate Program includes 

both passive and active cooling measures as eligible for rebate.  

(C) The Ministry of Attorney General and Responsible for Housing will ensure that the 

2024 release of the BC Building Code incorporates both passive and active cooling 

requirements in new housing construction, and that the release of the Alterations Code 



 

 

for Energy Efficient, Resilient Buildings explicitly identifies both passive and active 

cooling standards for existing home renovation.  

 

Passive House Canada welcomes these recommendations and supports the introduction of 

passive heating and cooling standards in programs and codes for new builds and retrofits. 

Current retrofit programs and even B.C.’s progressive Step Code are inadequate to deliver 

resilient buildings.   

 

Since climate change is a public health threat multiplier, we would be happy to meet with any 

of your officials to help explain how Passive House buildings can help keep those living in 

British Columbia safe during extreme heat and poor air quality events.  

 

Passive House Canada and our more than 1,800 members supports a building standard that 

ensures buildings of all sizes and forms are super energy efficient, comfortable and healthy. 

The Passive House Standard delivers superior air quality using high-performance ventilation. 

Passive House is not a brand name, but a tried-and-true construction concept backed by 30+ 

years of science that can be applied by anyone, anywhere. What makes Passive Housing 

buildings so unique is that they can be modelled within extreme Canadian climates, they will 

last for generations, need not cost more than code-built buildings and their performance is 

verifiable using science-based outcomes.  

 

Thank you for your climate leadership in Canada and we welcome the opportunity to support 

your efforts to build a more healthy, prosperous, and resilient British Columbia. We are 

headquartered in B.C. and can help support the implementation of your recommendations.  

  

Sincerely,  

Chris Ballard  

 

  

CEO of Passive House Canada  


