
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                      

Federal and international organizations gather to advance transformative global 
movement on sustainable design and building 

VANCOUVER, BC. October 29, 2018 - From November 5 – 9 at the Vancouver 
Convention Centre (East and West), the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe’s Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI) (which includes North 
America), the Canadian Wood Council/Wood WORKS! BC, and Passive House Canada are 
collaborating on a week of events to drive forward solutions for the transformation of 
the global building sector.  

As the need to take climate action becomes an imminent global issue, more innovative 
steps are being taken to manage renewable resources and the development of high-
performance buildings.  

In Canada, policy initiatives such as the BC Energy Step Code and Build Smart - Canada’s 
National Building Strategy have moved to the front stage and become a guide post for 
the transformation of buildings in municipalities across Canada.  

During the week of November 5th, more than 600 international policy makers, subject 
matter experts, industry professionals and government officials will gather to provide 
solutions, identify partnerships and build collaborative efforts to help transition towards 
a sustainable building sector and low-carbon economy based on the provision of 
sustainably managed forests, and the development of high-performance/net-zero ready 
buildings. The three conferences will be addressing the benefits of placing renewable 
resources (forests) and high-performance buildings at the centre of a sustainable future.  

To Rob Bernhardt, CEO of Passive House Canada, this assembly is an example of 
effectively aligning mandates for sustainable change. “The Passive House standard is 
coming to the forefront in the global drive to offer better, more sustainable buildings. 
Their inherent efficiency drastically reduces carbon emissions and is an essential part of 
addressing climate change. Passive House Canada is pleased to partner with the UNECE 
COFFI and the Canadian Wood Council in these transformative conferences to support 
government and industry in developing the capacity to deliver solutions that transform 
how we build.” 



  

‘Partnering for Transformation’ is the inaugural Passive House Canada Conference 
theme. A sold-out conference six weeks in advance, this conference has attracted 
Passive House and high performance building experts, and industry leaders from around 
the world for the opportunity to connect with, and learn from, the global community of 
leading building scientists and the industry’s top design and construction professionals 
who are accelerating market transformation through unique networking events, 
seminars and high-performance building and manufacturing tours. The full conference 
program can be viewed at http://phcc2018.com  

Themed “Inspired by wood in the 21st century: Redefining how the world builds”, the 
Wood WORKS! BC 2018 Wood Solutions Conference will inform building and design 
professionals about the latest innovations and expertise in the use of wood products 
and building systems through seminars, an interactive trade show and engagement 
opportunities. With an exceptional line-up of speakers from across Canada and around 
the world, as well as design and building innovators, product experts and key members 
of project teams, this conference is the premier annual wood learning event in BC. 

Lynn Embury-Williams is the executive director of Wood WORKS! BC. “With wood now 
recognized as a high performance, low carbon, innovative and competitive-value 
building solution, it is imperative to offer technical knowledge through learning 
opportunities in wood products and building systems. The 2018 Wood Solutions 
Conference will inspire and inform architects, engineers and building professionals 
about emerging opportunities for both structural and architectural wood use.” She 
continued, “Topics include increasing density in new building types such as tall wood 
structures; addressing new building code revisions relating to fire and other technical 
requirements; and dealing with labour shortages using prefabricated wood components 
and offsite construction.” She concluded, “This conference is essential for advancing 
wood proficiency and ingenuity in wood use and addressing our building needs for 
tomorrow.” The full program can be viewed online: woodsolutionsconference.com   

Under the title ‘Building the Future with Forests’, the UNECE Committee on Forests and 
the Forest Industry will bring an important message to the world: the Vancouver 
Invitation on Forest Products for a Better Future. This message will garner champions to 
create a larger community of stakeholders who see the value of forest products as a key 
element of the green economy and the achievement of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).  

“The Government of Canada understands the benefits that forest products play in 
meeting climate targets, creating good jobs, stimulating economic growth and building 
more resilient communities. As the world embraces new clean, renewable energy, wood 
– from sustainably managed forests – is poised to play an increasingly important role. 
This is why we are making strategic investments now – in areas such as tall wood 
construction and the emerging bio economy – to ensure Canada remains a global 
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forestry leader well into the future,” concluded the Honourable Amarjeet Sohi, Canada’s 
Minister of Natural Resources. 

About Passive House Canada:                                
Passive House Canada (PHC) is a national non-profit professional association advocating 
for the Passive House high-performance building standard. Passive House Canada is 
Canada’s leading educational provider for the Passive House building standard. PHC 
facilitates the adoption of the Passive House Standard through advocacy work, a 
national education program, and nation-wide events. 

About Wood WORKS! BC and the Canadian Wood Council:  
The Canadian Wood Council (CWC) is the national association representing 
manufacturers of Canadian wood products used in construction - enabling the selling of 
Canadian wood products through programs and services focused on creating market 
access and demand. Wood WORKS! is a program of the Canadian Wood Council, with a 
goal to support innovation and advance the use of wood in building and design.  
 
About UNECE:                                        
The UNECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industries (COFFI) is a principal 
subsidiary body of the UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) based 
in Geneva. It constitutes a forum for cooperation and consultation between member 
countries on forests, the forest industry and forest product matters. All countries of 
Europe, the Commonwealth of Independent States, the United States of America, 
Canada and Israel are members of the UNECE and participate in its work. The joint 
UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section provides the Secretariat to the UNECE COFFI 
and the FAO European Forestry Commission, and works to implement the UNECE/FAO 
Integrated Programme of Work (IPoW). 

Media Contacts:                                     
Passive House Canada                          
Rob Bernhardt, CEO 250-940-2464 (Interview Inquiries)                                   
Sacha Sauvé, Communications Manager 778-533-6305 (On-site Contact) 
sacha@passivehousecanada.com  

Wood WORKS! BC 
Maureen McLaughlin, Communications Advisor 
Office: 1-877-929-9663 ext. 5 
mmclaughlin@wood-works.ca   
 
UNECE 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Jean Rodriguez, Chief of Information Unit 
info.ece@unece.org 

mailto:sacha@passivehousecanada.com
mailto:mmclaughlin@wood-works.ca
mailto:info.ece@unece.org

